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Senator Urquhart, Anne asked:

Do the states have more resources than the Commonwealth? Are they able to do 
assessments more quickly than the Commonwealth?

Answer:

The purpose of entering into an assessment bilateral agreement is to accredit an existing 
State or Territory assessment process, thereby avoiding unnecessary regulatory duplication. 
An assessment process will only be accredited where the Commonwealth is satisfied that it 
meets the requirements of the EPBC Act and EPBC Regulations.

The Commonwealth is satisfied that assessment bilateral agreements enable assessments to 
be undertaken more quickly and efficiently than would otherwise be the case.


